Rogue Area Drug Enforcement
PRESS RELEASE

Nature: lllegal Marijuana Distribution Investigation
Location: Cave Junction/O’'Brien Oregon

Date/Time of Incident: July 2013 through November 2016

Completed by: Grants Pass DPS Det. Sgt. Doni Hamilton
Approved by: Grants Pass DPS Lt. Todd Moran

Details:

See attached press release from the U.S. Department of Justice related to an in-
vestigation the Rogue Area Drug Enforcement Team (RADE) assisted with . RADE
assisted several state and federal agencies investigating the legal practice of grow-
ing marijuana in our community, but illegally shipping it out to other states. Many of
the sentences handed down from the federal courts were substantial.
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United States Attorney Nancy Stallard Harr
Eastern District of Tennesgee

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: SHARRY DEDMAN-BEARD
Thursdav, September 14, 2017 Public Information Officer
WWW_jushice. gov usan/tne (863) 345-4167

FEDERAL JURY CONVICTS CHAD ALLEN DOETON IN
LARGE-SCALE DRUG TRAFFICKING CONSPIRACY

GREENEVILLE. Tenn. — Following a three-day tnal in U.S. District Court. on September 14,
2017. Chad Allen Dorton, 35, of Kingsport, Tennessee, was convicted of conspiracy to distribute, and to
possess with the intent to distnibute, 1000 kilograms or more of manjuana.

Sentencing 15 set for 1:30 p.m.. December 4. 2017, before the Honorable Pamela L. Reeves, U S.
District Court Judge. Dorton faces a mandatory mummmm of 10 vear in prison up to hife.

From July 2013 through November 2016, Dorton conspired with nine charged co-defendants and
others, to distribute, and possess with the mtent to distribute, 1000 kalograms or more of marijuana.
During this period, Dorton transported over $1 million in cash to O"Brien and Cave Junction, Oregon to
purchase high-grade marijuana. He then smuggled 700 — 800 Ibs. of the marijuana, with a street value of
over $3.3 million. back to east Tennessee, concealed in diesel tanks with false compartments, in tires, and
in spare tires. Overall, the evidence presented at trial showed the conspirators purchased, transported. and
distributed 2500 to 3700 Ibs. of marijuana during the conspiracy period. with a street value of $12 - §18
million. All of the dmgs were distributed in Kingsport, Tennessee, and the surrounding areas. Nine of
Dorton’'s co-conspirators pleaded guilty prior to lus tnal and have not vet been sentenced.

This long-term investigation was the product of a partnership between the Tennessee Burean of
Investigation, Second Judicial Dug Task Force, Sullivan County Sheriff's Office, Internal Revenue
Service-Criminal Investigation. Kingsport Police Department. Rogue Area Dmig Enforcement (RADE) of
Josephine County, Oregon. and the Drug Enforcement Admimstration. with the assistance of the Second
Judicial District Attomey's Office. Assistant U S. Attorney Wayne Taylor led the prosecution team while
Assistant U.S. Attorneys David L. Guon and T.J. Harker represented the Unuted States at tnal.
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